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Alcimede

rather than utinging its utay

Alcimede had never been a fortunate \Moman, and she said

so to anybody who would listen. Of course, she acknowledged

that,it might look to others as though she had been very
fortunate because when she was young, Alcimede had married
Aeson, the older son of the ageing king of Iolcus. And that

was the kind of thing that girls prayed for: when I grow up,

Hera, please let me marry a king, like you did. And her
prayers had almost come true. The older son of a king would
become king in time, so all Alcimede had to do was wait.

And perhaps that had been her mistake. She had foolishly
thought the Fates had granted her a happy lot: the old man

would die and she would become queen. And - another

ingredient in her happiness - Aeson was a soft, kind man

who never raised his voice or tried to win an argument.
His father issued occasional decrees and he allowed his wife
to make decisions about everything else. This suited
Alcimede well, because she was her parents'only child, and

she had never learned to yield to anyone. And they were

both still so young: her husband had plenty of time to
become domineering and inflexible.
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Natalie Haynes

And so the city had Pelias for its king: a fractious man

who saw his own ambitions concealed behind the eyes of
every other man. If Alcimede had been capable of viewing
things dispassionately, she would have noticed that although
Pelias had stolen the kingdom from his brother, it brought
him nothing but unhappiness. He sent messengers to the

oracle to try to uncover plots against him, then sent them
back to ask again because he could not trust its replies.

This illegitimate king was still who he had always been:

an anxious, querulous man.

The midwives were nervous when he had one daughter,

then two, then three: no one wanted to take bad news to
a king. But the birth of his daughters was one of the few
parts of his life that did not make Pelias angry. Daughters
would take care of him as he aged, but they would never

threaten his rule. If he had been cursed with a son, it would
not have survived infancy. His nephew - who was changing
from child to man at a horrit irg speed - was almost as

unwanted.
This brought Alcimede to her second piece of terrible

misfortune, disguised as good luck. She had a healthy
pregnancy, despite the grievous disappointments she had
suffered. And she gave birth to a healthy son, who everyone

said looked like his father. But there the gods put a cruel
end to her family. What had she done to offend Eilythia,
goddess of childbirth? She asked the question repeatedly

of anyone who would listen. But no one could give her an

answer except Aeson, who asked if one healthy son wasn't
enough for them.

Ald he wasn't, of course, because here was the third
cruel trick the Fates had played on Alcimede. Despite

No Fn

everything she had told
was determined to be a

Iolcus were all fools, dz
she could not even shar
for them to think a ques
but it hardly felt that wa;
only one child, and one
would set sail in an ru
thought about who wor
was gone.

And of course, Aesor
Pelias made his cruel anr

declared that Iolcus was
artefact from far acnoss

about it: some gift from
Its beauty and power r
briog riches to whichever
rich and had no need of
the fleece particularly d
was, and how difficuh to

Soon, there was a S
vohrnteering from all ovi

quesL Pelias could scarr

messenger said that Jast
hoping to make his puu
this voyage. pelias didr
although it was all the :

wished that his nephew
he might have a rlairn o

orm - would leave his k
of course, 'his ship's crcr



,

ue>[Buepun peq deq] aruo ]ou ppoc lv\a.rc s(dqs slql'esmoc;o
'qrl,{lA 'urnlar raleu puu 'ruop.Eurjt slq eABe[ ppora - rrrr.o

srr{ sB papru8ar sulled Surqtdue uo turelc e eABr{ rq81ur aq

rq8noqr or{^. uuru reqlo due pue -,ra.aqdeu sI{ }BrD par{s1an.

dlareur eH 'plp eq JI u4r{ 01 erues aq} IIB se^\ 1r qSnoqrte

'rlp ol uosef luelt dp.ressereu ],upp sBIIed 'aSe.,(orr srql

Surpeal dq pnord epun srq pue slua.red sq e{eru o1 Surdoq
sEllt - zrnaqdau uruo s,Surr1 eql - uos?f luql ples .resuasseur

aqt uerll. {Jrrus srq sserddns dlacrecs plnoJ $IIad '1sanb

pueJ5 srql Jo yed aq ol eceaJC reao IIB ruo.g Sur.raa]unlo

arel4. uetrN 'llr.eJJ e pu€ '.repgnqdlqs E sB^\ alarn 'uoog
'sees snoJa5uep rlJns ssoJJe (qceal ol 11n)[Hrp rlloq pue (selr

l1 dumu .re; d.rarr A4.or{ su,4a elqerrsap dl.rupcrged aceeg eqt
ep€ru 1eq1 Surqt erlJ 'speJelre due Jo peeu ou per{ puu r.prr
dpearp se^. serled tnfl 'tI pleq puq reaer{crq,r ol sar.prr Eurrq
plno^4, 1I pres eldoad :pe1qe; erai. ren\od puu dlneaq s11

all s".,t. (uerpgqc Jer{ o} ssappo8 € ruo4 TrE euros :}r }noqe
alour eIllII l4.eu{ sBIIad '"es eq} ssoJ)B J?J uro.IJ pBJeilE
pcr8eru e 'acaag uaplo8 E Jo peeu ur sel/r snclol leql peJeltap
dpuaea.r peq Suq erLL 'lueruecunouue IanJJ srr{ epuru seqed
uaq/a - ure8e - esn ou ueeq p€q uosev ,esJnoc 

Jo puv
'auoS selr

aq elq/r. reqlolu srq reuE >lool pFo^r orl^{ }noqe }qSnoql
e sB l{Jntu os }noqurt{ }eoq pelsalun IIE ut IIes }es p[no^^.

eq leqt rel{ roJ elDq os perec orl 
^. 

euo puu 'pgqc auo dluo
paluer8 ueeq p"q eqs 'apeurlcly ot du,u.1eqt llay dp.req l] tnq
'.lnouoq dlple; req r.{srurnq plno^. }sanb E {uqt 01 tuar{l roJ
dsee sen ll 'tueql Wyu JauS Jer{ eJer{s uele }ou p1noc aqs

'se.rnluerrpe Jo 
"apr 

ereru eql lqpelzzep's1oo; [p eJa^4. snelol

Jo ualuo.r\ eql esn"ceq puv 'oreq E eq q peurruJalep s?A.

uos raq 1(oq e su-4. eq ueq^. u4q plol perl eqs Sutqfl.lazra

asnoH s?qJ 01 puautr oN

alrdsaq 'apermrl\-_ uo l

pJlql eql sBlia araq asru

l.use1\{ uos ,tqlpaq euo J
uB Jeq art15 ppoc euo or

,(lpaleader uo4senb aqr

'nl.{r{Ig pua#o ot euop

IenJJ € 1nd spo8 e[r rra
auodrarra oquu.'uos iWt*
peq eqs sluetulmoddesr
dqrpaq B puq aqs '1er

alqrJrel 5o acard puorss

se lsorule sBAr - pasds .

SurSuuqc sE1( oq.t. - rrer
plnol. l! 'uos E qlr.rr pe6.r

re^eu ppoi^. z(aqr rnq 1
srelqEneq'drSue seTlad

/aal 3r{} Jo auo sBr$ srell
01 sraau pBq e{E} o} Prr
talqEnep euo pBq aq ua

:ueeq sderrnp peq eq oq

'sarldar slr Nn4 lou pI
ureql lues ueql 'urg lsu
eql o1 sra8uessaur luas
}{Snorq 1r '.raq1orq srq u

q5noqrp lErD parrlou a-\r

Surrnara ;o alqedea uaaq

;o sada eql pu5{eq pep;
uuur snor1req e :SuE sr



Natalie Haynes

such a mighty task. The humiliation of failure would see off
the ones death did not seize.

And so, on a bright spring morning, Alcimede counted

a whole new set of misfortunes sent by the Fates to plague

her. Jason was coming to bid farewell to his mother and to

attempt to console his father, who had taken to bed months

before irhen the voyage was first suggested. Alcimede still
hoped to dissuade her son from travelling. How could he

abandon her this way? Better she should have died before

being left with no one to help look after his father.

Jason tried to placate Alcimede, to persuade her that he

would be back in Iolcus before long, and to promise that
he would be bringing the golden fleece to prove his worth.
He would make her proud, he was sure of it. But his mother
had grown used to disappointment before her son was born.
There was no dissuading her from it now.
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came to her in a rush, bright and terrible: images of the

young man who planned to set sail the very next day. She

saw lethal trials ahead of him - brief flashes of horror - as

though she was gazing up at a pitch-black sky, illuminated
by sudden bolts of lightning. Iphias prayed for guidance,

but the goddess waited until she was asleep before delivering
her message in a dream.

Iphias felt the weariness in her knees as she offered up
her thanks the next morning. Tired though she was, the
priestess had the strength to perform this task. AII she

needed to do now was wait for the right time. And she

knew it was approaching because the city spoke of nothing
else as the men made the final preparations to ready their
ship. Everyone who passed the temple brought another
fragment of news as Iphias stood on the wide marble steps.

She sensed the tension filling the city as the men prepared
to sail and the women to grieve, but she did not share it.
The men's impossible quest would become possible.once

they had Artemis' advice. The priestess watched the street
filling with people who wanted to see the Argo launch from
her safe harbour. Today \ ras a day they would tell sceptical
children and grandchildren they had witnessed. And where
there was a spectacle, there were traders selling food, offer-
ings, amulets to bring luck to a sailor or those he was

leaving behind.
The hubbub was building now, so Iphias knew that Jason

had left his parents' house and was walking towards the
harbour. Soon he would be right outside the temple: she

had seen it already, in her dream. She descended a single
step, wanting to be closer to the path so she could make

herself heard, yet not wanting to lose her vantage point.
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